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Member of PARLIAME NT. 


S X, | London, May 28, 1713. 
A HOUGH I have had the Misfortune to appear an un- 
worthy Member of your Houſe, und am expelled, accord-, 
ingly, from my Seat in Parliament, I am not . 
Vote (which was more important to the People o . 
* land, than I ſhall at this Time explain) deprived of the 
common Benefits of Life, Liberty, or any other Enjoyment of a Ra- 
tional Being. And 1 do not think I can barter beſtow my Time, or, 
employ thete Advantages, than in doing all in my Power to preſerve, 
them to others as well as my ſelf, and in aſſerting the Right of my, 
Fellow Subjects againſt any thing which I apprehend to be an En- 
croachment upon what they ought to enjoy as Men, and what they 
are legally poſſeſſed of as Engliſhmen, or if you will, as Briten. 
This, Sir, is all the Apology 1 ſhall make to you for addreſſing to. 
you in this publick Manner my Thoughts concerning the Bill, now 
making its Way with all convenient Expedition through your Houle 
and the whole Legiſlature, I ſhall examine this Matter as well as 
Haſte will allow me, and therefore muſt recite as diſtinctly as I can 
what you gave me in Diſcourſe as the Subſtance of this intended 


Law, to Wit, 
A 2 | THAT 


0 
„ 


6 (4 ) | 
[4 HAT whereas by an Act of Parhiament, in the Thirteenth 
1 c and Fourteenth Years of his late Majeſty King Charles the 
<-Second; intituled; i Act for the Uniformiry of Publick-Prayers; 


and the Adminiſtration of the Sacrament, and other Rites and Cere- 


© monies , and for Eſtabliſhing the Form of Making, Ordaining, and 


_ © Conſecrating Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons in the Church of England; it 


is among other Things enacted, that every Schogl-Maſter Keeping 
© any ick or Private School, and every Perſon Inſtructing an 
Teaching any Youth or Private Family, as a Tutor or School - Ma- 
© ſter, ſhould ſubſcribe before his or their Reſpective Biſhop, or 
< Archbiſhop, or Ordinary of the Dioceſs, a Declaration or Acknow- 
* ledgment, in which among other Things is contained as follows,--- 
© iz. 1 A. B. do declare, that I will coiform to the Liturgy of the Church 
% England, as it + Ho by Tam Eſtabliſb' d. And if auy Schout-" 
© Maſter or other Perſon inſtruct ing or teaching Youth in any Private 
© School or Family 4s a Tutor or Scyvol- Maſter, before Licenſe obtain d 
© from the Reſpettive Archbiſhop er Ordinary of the Dioceſs, according to 
© the Laws and Statutes of this Realm, for which he ſhould pay 12 d. oy, 
© and before Subſcription and Acknawledgment: made as aforeſaid t 
every ſuch School- Maſter or ot ber e or teaching as afore ſaid, 
ſhould" for the firſt Offence. ſuffer Three 1 wit hont 
Ball, and for every ſecond, aud ot her ſuch Offence, ſhould ſuffer Three 
© Months Impriſonment without Bail or Mainprize, and alſo forfeit to his 

| ay the Sum of 51. eh 1 at 2 

nd. whereas notwithſtanding the ſaid Act, Sundry Papiſts and 


- - 


© other Perſons diffenting from the Church of England, have taken 


= - " _— . 


eöpen chem co InſtruQtand Teach Youth as Turors and Scho- 
C 187 and have ſet up Schools and Seminaries for the Education of 
©feveral Perſons, in Reading, Scholaſtick, Academical or other Li- 
© \rerature.. ——— Whereby, if due and ſpeedy Remedy be not 
ond, BIFAr Danger might enſue to.this Church and State. For the 
mak! 


. * Danger aforeſaid, e + Tong; Frrybatys: 
hs it enacted by the Queen's moſt Excellent, &c. That every 
©*Perfon or Perſons who ſhall from and after the Day 
1 | nent enſuing, keep any Publick or 


Ptivate Sch6of or Seminary, or Teach or Inſtrudt any Vouth as 
© Tutor or School-Maſter, or School-Miſtreſs, in Reading, Schbla- 
6 ſtick,  Academical, or other Literature, within that Part of Great 
F f | © Brioain 


1765 Hid recited Act more effectual, and for preventing the, 
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© Britain called England, the Dominion of Water; or Town of Ber 
© wick upon Tweed, before, ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall have Subſeyi- 
© bed the Declaration of Acknowledgment before recited; ad 

© have had and obtzin'd a Licenſe from the Reſpective Archbiſhbp or 
© Biſhop, or Ordinary of the Place, under fis Seal of Office, for, 
© which the Party ſhall Pay © and no mote; and in Caſe ſuch, 
© Perſon or Perſons ſhall be thereof convicted by the Oath of 
© or. more credible Witneſs or Witneſſes, befoge any *  , bf thoxs, 
1 Janne or juſtices of the Pedce within any County, Riding, Cith, or. 
© Town Corporate, where fuch Offence ſhall be committed in that, 
© Part of Great Britain called England; which Oath ſuch Juſtice or, 


6 Juſtices are hereby impowered and required to Adminiſter, and ſhall,, 
Hand may. Provided always, and be it yen enatteg, hat, 
no Licenſe ſhall be grapted' by any Archbiſtiop, Frog, di-, 


© nary, unleſs the Perſon or Perfbis who The for the fame, Hall pro- 
© duce a.Certificate of his, het, or their having, recefved the Sacta- 
© ment according to the Uſage of the Church of England, in ſome. 
© Pariſh-Church within the Space of Wert 
© before Grant of ſuch Licenſe 88 the Hand of .. nor; 
until fach” Perſon or Perſons: all have taken and fithſeribed the; 
© Oaths of Allegiance,” and Suprèemacy, and Abjuration, as àppoint- 
ted by Law, before the ſaid Archbiſhop, Biſhop,” or Ordinary; 
© which ſaid Oaths the' ſaid Archbiſhop, Biſhop, or Ordinary are 
© hereby impower'd and required to Adminiſter. Aud be it further; 
*"enacted by the Anthority aforeſaid, That wit! Perfon who ſhall: 
©-have"bbrain'd a'Licenſe and fubſcribed the Declaration, and taken 


© and ſubſcribed the Oaths above appointed, and ſhould at any Time 


after, difing the Time of his, ber, or their keeping any Publick:- 
**or Private School or Seminary, or inſtrücting any Youth as Tutor 
**or. School-Maſter, in Reading, Scholaſtick, Academical, or other 
Literature, knowing or willingly reforrto, or be preſent at any Con- 
* yenticle, Aſſembly, or Meeting, within England, Wales, or Town: 
of , Berwick, on Tweed, for the Exerciſe. of Religion in any other 
Manner than according to the Liturgy and Practice of the Church 
* of England; or ſhall knowing or wilfiugly be preſent at any Meet- 
ing or Aſſembly for the. Exerciſe of Religion, altho' the Liturgy 
; be huts ſe where Her Maje Baby God long Preterve ): 
© and the Princeſs Sophia, or ſuch others as ſhall from time to time 
© be lawfully appointed to be pray'd for, mall not there be pray'd * 
88 lor 


3 (6 >) \ 
© for in expreſs Words; according to the Liturgy of the Church of 


C'Exoland. hall | dil 
ei * land, na Het en, 91 10 hl {113353 8 Loe JG: g 
E Frovided alwa 5, That any Ferſon who ſhall find him or them- 

©ſelves aggrieved by amy'ſ Judgment of the ſaid Juſtice, or Ju- 


„ Nices,-may appeal te the general Meeting of che Juſtices of the 
Peace of the next Quarter Seſſions, to be feld for the County, Ri- 
* ding, City or Town Corporate, where the Offence ſhall have been 
©. committed ; who are hereby impowered there and then finally to 
hear and determine the ſame , and no Certiorari ſhall be allowed to 
© remove any Conviction, or other Proceeding for or concerning any. 
5 Matter or Thing in this Act contained, but the Juſtice of Peace 
© ſhall proceed thereupon, any ſuch Writ or Writs of Certiorari not- 
. wichſfandio And be it further Enacted by the Authority afore- 
© ſaid, That if any Perſon licenſed as aforeſaid, ſhall teach any other 
* Carechiſm than the Catechiſm ſet forth in the Liturgy of the Church 

_ © of England, or an Expoſition, thereof allowed, or hereafter to be 
© allowed by che Biſhopl of the Dioceſs, the Licenſes of ſuch Perſon 
© ſhall from thenceforth be 24 ....,, and ſuch Perſon ſhall be 
© liable to And be it Enacted by the Authority 


Law, and not as they are Perſons who live in an erroneous Way wit 


| Regard to Faith or Piety. | 1 
| I be Friſt Thing that occurs to me on. this Occaſion, is, That by 
| the Act of the Union, the Churches of A ee and Scotland are 
| equally exempted from any Innovation. The Schiſm ſeems to be too 

„ F 3ͤ ... 00 - DO, 


(79 
Geographical, for as the whole united Kingdom is equally under the 
Care of the Parliament, it ſeems a great Omiſſion, that Diſſenters in 
the North · Part of Britain ſhould, not be as much diſeouraged as they 
are in the South: According to Jultice, Epiteepal- Clergy ſhould br 
under the ſame Diſadvantages in Scot land, as Diſſenting- Teachers are 
in England. But let us, according to the Bill, keep to Schiſm on this 
Side the Tweed. | | 36 | | 
By: this Bill, without Regard to- any thing done in favour: of the 
Diſſeuters in the Reigu of King Miliam, (who by,the Way was as 
much King of England as King Charlei): this Act of: King Charles the 
Second, of Pious Memory, is profeſſedly ſupported, and certain 


Breaches againſt it urged as a Reaſon for bringing in this. In the firſt 


Year of King William and Queen Mary; of ever. bleſſed and: glorious 
Memory, an Act paſſed to exempt the Proteſtant - Subjects diſſenting 
from certain Laws; among which certain Laws, is receited this df 
the 13th and 14th of King Charles the Secong Nit da 
This Act therefore, in · a: ſtealihg and too artful a manner, takes a- 
way the Toleration of Diſſenters; for the Force of it is directed to 


take place in Confirmation of a Law which they are expreſly defendee 


againſt by the ſaid Act of Toleration. Is this done like Neighbour 
to Neighbour?! Like, Exgliſiman tor Engli ? Give me leave to tell 
you, Sir, tho*;you'Senators:may do what you pleaſe to one-anothen, 
may do what you pleaſe wich the Perſons of your o-¹n Members, we 
without Doors know you to be only our Attorneys, and that you 
are not ſent: thither to impeſe your Angers, Paſhons, or Prejudices, 
upon partieular Perſons or Parties, but to propoſe calmly and im- 
partially, according: to the Rules of natural and civil Right, Matters - 
which may be for the-Benefit of the whole Kingdem. Now, Sir, I 
ſay, if the Purpoſe. of this Bill be to deprive the Piſſenters of the 
Liberty of. receiving Inſtructers into their Familes, or publick 
School-Maſters or School-Miſtreſſes, but under the above-mentioned - 
Reſtrictions, this Bill is to deprive them of all Rights, both Natural, 
Religious, and. Civil. | | | 

It is inconſiſtent with the Naturat and Original Right of Mankind; 
for it is an undoubted Truth, that Men have as much Right to the 
Means of Knowledge as to the Means of Life: To abridge Men 
(where there is no- Guilt) of a Natural Right, by a-ſmall Penalty; is 
as unjuſt, tho? not as cruel, as to abridge them of ſuch Right by a 
gfeater Penalty. And you may, wich. equal Juſtice, take away the 
97767 ves 


— 


— ene or re AT 


Lives of the Diſſenters, as puniſh the Diſſenters in their Liberty or 
cheir Eſtates for inſtructing Children their own wax. 
This is à Step of 1 Tr Degree of Violation, and there eau be 
no Progreſs further but cutting: their Throats; it is going much fafter 
than our Neigubour Nation Went in the like Deſign. By the Edict 
of Nane in Frantt, the Huganet! had Liberty of Conſcience and To- 
leration; by that Edict they had Univerſities of their own, namely, 
Sedan and Saumur. Theſe ſubſiſted till a little White before the Revo- 


. vation of the Edict. Private Schodls ſubſi ſted to the laſt. Pproteſt ant 


might breed theit Children With Papiſts if they would, but Pepiſts 
were diſcouraged if they ſent their Children to Proteſtants; but ſtill 
Proteſtants might educate their Children their own way; fo, if you 
pleaſe, it may be here. It is enough for our Church to let Diſſenters 
educate no Children but their own, and if they will ſend their Chil- 


dren te us for Education, they may be welcome; further to go is 


againſt all natural Juſtice. - - WHO B12 10 77 7 Dy 4: 
As co Religious Right, our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles nei- 
ther uſed or directed any other Means againſt Gain-ſayers than Evi- 
dence; and we are oſten told from the Pulpit by our beſt Divines, 
that in the firſt Centuries, all Apologies for the Chriſtian Religion 
conſtantly inſiſted on this as a Fundamental Truth, That it was un- 
law ful to reſtrain Men from the Means of lnſtruction in the different 
Forms of Religion. It is againſt the Intereſt of the Church of Eng- 
land, as it is a Proteſtant Church in general; for it is the Characte- 
riſtick of Proteſtant Churches to admit with all Candour the Liberty 
of ſtuchying the Scriptures, and conſequently of teaching and being 
taught then. The Scriptures (by being open to Men who ate not 
abe wod 5 Commune with others upon them, and learn from whom 
they pleaſe with all Freedom) may ſerve only to aggravate their 
Guilt in Tovforming to what they in their Conſciences may think Cri- 


minal. The Deſign of the Toleration-Act was to give Eaſe to ſeru- 
pulous Conſcienoes ;; that ſuppoſes there are Men who think they can- 


not in Conſcience Communicate with us, and this Diſability (of which 
1 «the only Judge) is a fufficient Ground for Indul- 
; ce to um. 1 ; | | | | 
eff 4 Man cannot in Conſdience himſelf Communicate, he will think 
himſelf obliged te alarm his Son/ againſt our Errors. What a Man 
thinks: the beſt way to Heaven, it would be monſtrous not to ſhew his 
Child; and if he id debarred from that, he is perſecuted in a Ciroum⸗ 


ſtance 


1e 

ſtance more grievous to him, than if he were to ſufſer in Reputation, 
Fortune, Limb or Life. The Queſtion is not Whether he is miſtxken 5 
he labours under that Miſtake: And ſor bis Sins, in that (if he does 
not diſturb the Publick Peace) he is accountable to God. But till ĩc 
lie, „ is nan i hei of :odeyorda noi 
. The Government, as 1 ſaid, if it thinks fit, may hinder him from 
propagating his Opinion among thoſe who conform to the Church 

tit cannot with Reaſon: anq Juſtice, and therefore cannot at all, 
hinder him from ſerving God his o.] way, and educating his Chil4 
I 
; The Mabometans are as much perſuaded of the Truth of whatthey 
profeſs, as Men can be; and yet, generally ſpeaking, they ſuffer" the; 
Greeks, and Armenians, to breed their Children their own- Way, 
What Allowance God will give Erroneous Conſciences, it is not-our 
Buſineſs to enquire; but as an Erroneous may be a ſincere Conſcir 
ence, we foul be Barbarous in pretending to Oppreſs or put Hard- 


ſhips upon it: The Welfare of their Children is as dear to the Dif-, 


ſenters, as their on; and if Men would make it their own Caſe, it 


would not require a Moment's Thought to determine in favour of. 


this Unhappy threatned People. lO 212! üb wh 
Now as. to. Civil Right. As Engliſbmen, they are poſſeſſed, of a 
Law in their Favour, Which indulges them in the Exerciſe of their - 
Religion; and where there is a Right to a Benefit, there are ſuppoſed} 
to go along with it the neceſſary Means of attainiag that-Right : 
Theſe Means are intercepted, when Education towards enjoying this 
Right is prohibited. The plain and fair Method of doing; What is in- 
ended by this Act, had been to have number'd the Diſſenters, and to 
ave made a Law, that none ſhould diſſent from the Church, aſter the 
Deceaſe of the Perſons mentioned in a following Liſt, and ſo to have 
named all the preſent Schiſmaticks ; forbidding ſingle. Perſons among 
them to Marry, till they had Conformed.; This had been perhaps, 


more Offenſive at firſt View, but. it had not been ſo Injuriousſas this 


Bill will appear, upon Reflection: For it is a much leſs. Eyil- to pre- 
vent the Increafs of Mankind, than to debar them of bei Natural, 


Religious, and Civil Rights, after they are come into the World. 
But let us conſider this Matter more cloſely, and examine this Bill, 
Firſt, as it may affect the Tranquility of the, Nation in generals And 
Secondly, as it will affect the Proſperity of the Church,of.Englevdi: 
for the Safety and Benefit of which 3 is pretended to be OP - 


. ob td 
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As to the Publick Peace, it will naturally bring that into the utmoſt 
Diſtractien, by alienating the Affections of Families, Neighbour- 
hoods, and Corporations from each other, by, Ten thoufand little 
Incidents, which cannot be provided againft, or deſcribed * 
ſation throughout the Kingdom will turn upon this Subject; and this 
People, the Diſſenters, as well as thoſe who have any Compaſſion for 


them, will be marked out, to be the Scorn and Derifion of thoſe who 
ate averſe to them; and they, on the other ſide, will be filled with 


Rage and Indignation againſt: uch rheir Adverfaries. 


% Men who are old enough to remember the manner of Executing tlie 


- * a 


Raws formerly Enacted againſt the Diſſenters, vill inform vou, that 


Conſtables attended by Guards, and Commiſſion-Officers at the Head 


af Files of Armed Men, uſed to viſit Meetings, and conduct the poor 
Wretches to Goals, for calling upon and worſhipping God their ow 

way. Let any one read the Tryal of Pen and Arad, and he will fee 
the Spirit of thoſe Days: The whole Nation was made up of Crimi- 


nals and Accuſers, and both believed they were oing Service to God. 


But as this Bill is in itſelf to the laſt Degree Cruel, even fuch as it is, 


t is not preſerved ſo well againſt a Licentious Execution of it, as the 


Lay directs to leſs Caſes. 


However well diſpoſed-Miniſters and Officers may be, it is for the 
Odod of Mankind, to put 4s many „ nine an Arbirrary Exer- 


ciſe of Power as poſſible; but this Bill puts the whole Body of Diſſen- 
ters under ſuch Perſons, as may be pick'd out, by one Officer of State, 
to exerciſe it in the moſt Summary and Paſſionate Manner. 2 
Aetording ro this Bille if, in any future Reign, a Chancellor ſhoul# 
| 7 that diſtreſſed People, Mag bring a Perſecution 
upon them, by haming proper Sets of juſtices of the Peace,” and him- 
ſelt sit well excuſed from their Irregularities; for tho he might know 
it in their Tempers to be violent, he is not accountable for their Pra- 
Aire, nor are they, themſelves in tetror of Appeals, for Arbi 


_ Condacti There are Squires" enough in this Kingdom, ready to di- 
wil „wit 


. h the urmoft Rigour, tho” they know no more 
wity they 2ahgrywith 4 Presbyterian, than a Tutkey-Cockwhy. it 
raiſes itꝭ Uxeſt at a Man whiltfing at him. They are bred” in a, Preju- 
dice agafnſt them, and" will fall upon them with as little Conſidera- 

. | ro | 
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n) 
- - Suck Judges as theſe this Bill would give a Court Power to aps. 
point, for pronouncing the laſt Deeiſton in Caſes of the higheſt Con- 
tequence, | tho? the Law gives an Appeal from them in the toweſt 
Ditputes of Property! n ee n 
Now let us conſider how this Bill will affect the Church of 7 
It will bring upon it great and unanſwerable Scandal. It will give 
Arguments to her Enemies, that ſhe is conlcions of her Inability to 
defend herſelf by Reaſon and Truth, when the flies to the Secufar 
Power to take off her Diſſenters. It will carry in it all the Guile 
which we object againſt the Roman Catholicks, in founding her Powe 
in the blind Obedience of the People, and not in the Conviction of 
their Minds. | ; ea | N 
When we have done this, and uſed Force in our gaining Proſg. 
lytes, why ſhould not the Church of Rome, Which has more; Fo 
enten d all in reducing us, who are, they {ay, Schiſmaricks from 
them ? Can any thing be juſter than to make us fuffen, what we i 
the ſame Caſe impoſe on others? Add to this, we ſhalt profeeme- 
them for omitting what our Church cannot pronounce Neceffary 18 
Salvation ; the Nomen Catholicks would affault us for” what” they. 
think Damnable, and what they think they are obliged, in Couſki⸗ 


_ ence, to avenge and extirpate. 


{| The Diſſenters have a Law made in their Favour, ſince which 
there has been alſo Care taken, by another Law, to prevent their 
Capacity from any Share or Power to give us Diſturbance. What 
have they done, to make it needful to take further Securities againſt.” 
them ? If rhey have done nothing, it is the utmoſt Barbarity to take 
any Right from Men, who have committed no Offence: Have dur 
own Clergy remonſt rated, that this is Neceſſary for their Intereſt or- 
Safety'? Da they ſay they are too buſie in debauching rheir Flocks ? 
Do our Univerſities ſay; their Academies breed Men tod hard for- 
chem in Diſpute? Do not Diſſenters pay Dies and Tithes like the 
reſt of their Congregations, tho? they maintain alſo Paſtors in their 
own Way ? Can we not believe them to act conſciencioufly, when 
they ate contented to have no part in the Honours and Profits 
from the Serviee of their Country, and put themſelves alſo to double 


Expence to enjoy their Religion? 1 | 
This is a moſt exrraordinaty Point, at this time of Day; Wen 

other Nations'are-plagued with — —.— and Ecclefiaſticat Tyran- 

by, ſhall we from the Example of their Mifery fer up, or make = 


u 
ir 
B 2 


( u2) 


towards ſuch Tyrannies? Shall we at this Time offer to make a Com- 
i to the moſt Pure, Learned, and Apoſtolick Church in the 5 
World, of unjuſt Means to ſubdue their Opponents? Will you not li 
at leaſt have the Senſe of the Convocation, now Sitting, before you L 
take Meaſures to the Impeachment of their Reputation as Caſuiſts? Y 
But to uſe Force is not the way to ſubdue them; it is againſt Na- ne 
ture and common Senſe to think they are to be gained by ſuch Me- tl 
thods, Good-will opens the way to Men's Hearts, arid the Tolera- th 
tion- bas thinned Pres e more than any rigid Means It 
could ever have done. No Man is perſuaded by him who hates him; ſa 
but all are eaſily prevailed upon by thoſe who love em. The Diſ- W 
ſenters are quite another kind of People, than they were before the 18 
Toleration. By this Indulgence to them, it is a known Obſervation, ar 
that they.are brought into the Methods of Life in common with the fo 
elt and moſt polite People, and Crowds of the Generations which 'S 
ave.grown. up under the Toleration have conformed to the Church, m 
om the Humanity of that Law. The Fathers of Families have, 2 
perhaps, found ſome Pain in retracting their Errors, and in going in- a 
to new Communities and Converſations ; but we ſee Thouſands con- it 
nive at the Conformity. of their Children, the Parents have been ſe- it, 
cretly pleaſed at their Sliding into that Oeconomy, ſor which the Fear un 
of the Imputation of Self- Intereſt, or Apoſtacy prevented them in Pe 
their own Perſons to declare. ls a3gd ent N 
1 85 yet all of a ſudden, without any manner of Provocation, a re 
Million of her Majeſty's Subjects are to have the Law, by which they H 
1 enjoy the deareſt Bleſſings of Life, taken. from them. An Act t D. 
Will certainly gain to us all that are not worth having, and make Cl 
thoſe who are animated by Virtue and Piety more averſe to us. They th 
will have a juſter Exception againſt us from this very Act, than they an 
had beſpre. Kind Treatment every Day brought new Proſelytes aff 
amongſt us, and they were inſenſibly wrought into our Sentiments; me 
but either as Men, or as Chriſtians, they muſt abhor the Thought of WI 
adhering to us out of Fear, This Motive is in itſelf a faulty One, Fo” 
for reſigning not only any Tenet of Religion, but of common Obliga- are 
tion. Paſſive Obedience is ſaid to be à Doctrine of the Church of ſuc 
England, but it is a terrible Article to be made the firſt in the Cate- do 


chiſm, as it would be to thoſe Who are to come in upon Compulſion. 

"When we conſider the putting this Law in Execution, there con- 
not be a. more pleaſant Image preſented to the Imagination, than a 
e 4 m_— poor 


(4590 
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por Schiſmatick Schobl ·Miſtreſs brought before d zealous angry 


vire for tranſgreſſing this Act, and teaching: dne Presbyterian, yet 
little more than an Animal, in what the Letter Dydiffered from the 
Letter B 5 malicioufly inſinuating to another Schiſmatick aged five 
Vears old, without Licenſe from the Ordinary, that O is round; and 
not gontenting her ſelf with meerly ſhowing to the faid Schiſmaticks 
the Letters of a certain Book covered with Horn; but inſtructio 
the / ſaid Hereticks to put them togethet, and make Words of them: 
K appears by the Affidavit of one ho heard one Inſolent Schifmatrick 
ſay, of, of, another o b, ob. _—— Prodigious I that a Church adorned 
with ſo many Excellent and Learned Members, ſupplied by two“ fa- 


mous Univerſities, both endowed with ample Revenues, Immunities} 


and Juriſdictions, ſhould: be affronted with the Offer of being rein- 
ſorced with Penal Laws againſt the Combination of Women and 
Children! You might with the ſame Propriety provide againſt Schiſ- 
matick Nurſes. ober a Baan Ade afly of Hit wf3 17 

This Act ſeems. a Violation of Natural Juſtice, that it may be made 
a Queſtion whether it ought to oblige, after it is enacted. I am ſure 
it is ſuch, that if the Difſenters are to conſider whether they will obey. 
it or fly into another Nation, they muſt chuſe the latter; and Lands 
untenanted, or Tenants diſabled by the loſs of half | 3 Million of 
People, will be ſenſibly felt by the Incumbents on ſmall Livings- 
Now I have mentioned ſmall Livings, Why does no Body 
repreſent, that in Wales, and ſome Parts of England, Men in 
Holy Orders are forced to ſubſiſt with an Income below that of 
Day-Labourers? Why do not you, while you are courting the 
Clergy, help this Particular? If you go on in ſuch Deſigns as 
theſe, will it not Suffice ? No: this would be nothing but Charity 
and Piety, and would carry no Point for thoſe of the Clergy who 
affect Power and Grandeur, | and lend the Word Church. to pro- 
mote Secular Ends, to the Diſparage ment of God's Holy Word, of 
which they are unworthy: Diſpenceres. 4] 69794005 11 
It is poſſible Biſhops that are given to Preaching, and Miniſters who 
are in earneſt in their ſacred Calling, would be enough obliged by 
ſuch Acts in favour of their Indigent Brethren; but what would that 
do towards pulling down what they call the Fat ion? Godl Clergy- 
men canꝰt do that Service which is neceſſary ; Self- denial, Meekneſe, 
and Charity are too flow laſtruments ſor Men of Diſpatch and Buſ- 
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„Bon ie is to be „ger Fallcy of uf the Pretence of te Chureh, 
8 


b te ar om promoting Religion; thar-choy ſeandulize 
d dilparage ix, will be chroughy under ſtoòd, Be fore ſuch a deſtru- 
ine Bill as this can go througg any Part of the Legiltarure; rho” if 


i ſhou'd, it is ſtill co be hoped Her Majeſty will confirm to her ſelf 


the Love and Affection of alf who have a true Senſe of Religion, by 
rejecting a Bill ſo terrible to ſcrupulous Conſciences, and which can be 
ſerviceable to noue hut ſuch as have no Senfe of Conſcience at all, ſuch 


as haue fo entirely fo what it is that they kave us Notion of 


the Compunctions ir may give others - — eerst 
No Man can exert himſelf on a more worthy, or more important 
Oecaſion, than in Oppoſition to this Bill; and ie is at laſt rejected 
by Her Majeſty; Me will do as great a Service to true Piety, and the 
Intereſts: of the Church, as Queen f her did, when ſhe averted che 

tirpatio of the . 9111 FI : iy tms n 3 
Fe that will in the leaſt reflect, can have no room to believe, that 
the Intereſt of Religion can be advanced by this Bill. Therefore as it 
ennmnot truly concern the Church to have it take place, let us ſee a 
kesl@ he tha paſſing of it into a Law would be Uſeful to the State. 
25The great Points to be conſſdered at this juucture in debating ow 
any 2 Cimumſtance, is how the Marter before us wilt regard 
the Hauſe of Hanover, or the Pretender... n 1 
le has been already obſeryed; that this Proceeding againſt our Pro- 
teſtant Breihren may be à fatal Example to the Roman Catholick 


World to join its whole Force to ſuppreſb Us. 


oIif pe look upon the Places diſtaut from the Court: we have un- 


doubteg Intelligence, that chers are Men carried away every Day out 
o Irelaa4 for the Ser vice oł che Chevalier at Bar- le- Due: That fe- 
vetal of the Clans in Stor land ſeem to expect with Impatience his Ar- 
vigah in that Part bf the Eihgdom, in Hopes of Ravaging the Eſbates 
ab G mene neniarkn bbc for: their Zeal-t5 the Houſe of Hanover. 
If you pleaſe to conſult the Members-fot' that Part of Britain, they 
wilbnor-4{Þdibts! theit Fears bn this Occaſion. This Pretender him- 
felf is ſtill at Ne- Ds, mtwithſtanding the repeated Inſtances to 
mei J Ah the Ring of fr aho6; his anciem Friend and Parton, 
is ſo hitle NireHuREt u age it decefrſy re Wards Us, that he dbes hot 
qual ſlufſan hilnivolftaycat RED, but in farther Contempt of us, 
the Greats Minanthis builldingin Harbour at Merdyke, te ſer ve in the 


ſame ſtead that Duykirk dil heretofore. 


17 Now 


( 13! 
| Now when there are theſs riefurchiolfy Profpgtis helps oor Yee? 


when no one of the Faniily FOOT, the "long expected, 1 yt 
arrived in this Kingdom; and when many N | 
under ſtrange A e berate HRE 180 SE or 5. — 
ing the Pretender to juſtice, in caſe he ſnould Land here, is put off; 
1 „when many things paſs every Day on which Facobites make 
Reflections to their own. Advantage, and ordinary People, who can- 
not judge of Reaſons of State, put all theſe things together, it creates 
in them a! Chagrim and Uneaſineſs which will mightily encreaſe by 
the paſſing a Bill that may be to the Mortification of the meaneſt 
Perſons in the Proteſtunt Cabſe- | | 

It is thereſore no time to do a Thing, which will take off the Hands. 
and Purſes of a Million of People, as Friends to the Houſe of Ha- 
nover; Half a Million of People, as Enemies to the Pretender. 

If this Bill paſſes, and the Pretender ſhould come upon our Coaſt, 
I would fain know what could move a Diſſenter to lift an Hand, or 
employ a Shilling againſt him ? He has at preſent no hopes of Prefer- 
met, and would by this'Bill be under daily Apprehenſions of the loſs _ 
of the Toleration, as to himſelf, as well as being wholly bereft of it ag 
to his Poſterity. He would have certainly Promiſes from the Preten- 
der of Liberty of Conſcience, and he could but have thoſe Promiſes 


broken, as in this Caſe he would have it to ſay they had been before, 
and muſt expect ſome. Sweemells at a_new Change fax Nanding dow 
ter, or exerting himfelf for the Invader. Thus he would rather, ac- 
cording to his Intereſt, wiſh an Invader Succeſs than Diſappointment z 
add to this, ſome Pleaſure in the revengeful Hope of ſeeing us, who 
had Perſecuted him, fall into the ſame Calamity. * 

This, dear Sir, is all I haye to trguble, yon with on this Occaſion 3 
and tho? you accuſed mef bring off on wh my Expulſion, you 
ſee I have not dunn'd you to move, that the other Pamphlets may be 
examined, as well as the Criſis and the Engliſhman. Give my Service 
to poor Tom and Ned. I muſt confeſs, they were the laſt I forgave 3 


but I have forgiven them now. I am page, wt convinced, fince this 
Bill, that I was not wort ave taken upon you Ec- 


hy : For now you 
cleſiaſti — banners wen 


ſelf among you as a Communion of Saints. <>: 

I doubt not, Sir, but your Voice and excellent Talents will be em- 
ploy'd 1 this pernicious Bill: To oppoſe it ſtrenuouſly, will be 
worthy that Reſolution and Modeſty for which you are ſo remarkably 
| | conſpicuouss 
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